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The Story of

Our Lady of Fatima
A Story of HOPE
It all began in the spring of 1916 when
three little children Lucia aged 10, a
boy named Francisco aged 8 and his
little sister Jacinta aged 6 had climbed
a hill in search of shelter. These children had been playing for only a few
moments when all of the sudden a
strong wind shook the trees, they
looked up and saw a beautiful Angel!
(He looked like a boy about the age of
14, whiter than snow, transparent as
crystal) The Angel said: "Do not be
afraid! I am the Angel of Peace,
Pray with me." Kneeling on the
ground, he bowed down until his forehead touched the ground. He had the
children repeat this prayer three
times: "My God, I believe, I adore, I hope, and I love Thee! I beg pardon for those who do not believe, do not adore, do not hope, and do
not love Thee." Then rising, the Angel said, "Pray in this way. The hearts
of Jesus and Mary will answer your prayers!" The children saw the Angel
three times!
On the third occasion the children were repeating the prayer the Angel had taught
them the first time when suddenly an extraordinary light shone upon them. They
looked up and saw an Angel holding a chalice in his left hand with the Host suspended above it. Leaving the chalice suspended in the air, the Angel knelt down
beside the children and made them repeat a new prayer: "Most Holy Trinity,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, I adore you profoundly. I offer You the
most precious Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ, present
in all the tabernacles of the world, in reparation for the outrages, sacrileges and indifference with which He is offended. By the infinite
Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I beg of you
the conversion of poor sinners." Then rising, the Angel took the chalice and
gave the Host to Lucia and allowed Jacinta and Francisco to drink of the chalice.
All this was only preparation for what was still to come.
On May 13 1917 they were tending to their sheep in the fields and as always they
stopped to eat lunch. Do you know what they did every day after eating lunch? …
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They prayed the Rosary! After they played together, That day, they suddenly saw
a flash of light, and thought it was lightning so they began to gather the sheep and
head for home. Then they saw another flash of light, and right before them on a
small oak tree, they saw a beautiful Lady holding a Rosary.
She said, "Do not be afraid. I will not hurt you."
Lucia, "Where do you come from?"
Mary: "I am from heaven."
Lucia: "What do you want from me?"
Mary: "I have come to ask you to come here for six months in succession, on the 13th day, at this same hour…."
Lucia: "Shall I go to heaven too?"
Mary: "Yes you will."
Lucia: "And Jacinta?"
Mary: "She will go also."
Lucia: "And Francisco?"
Mary: "He will go there too."
She explained to them that prayer was very important in life to help children grow
and to live as Jesus' followers. Well, this was the first of 6 apparition's which took
place from May 13 to October 13.
Each time Mary visited the children she asked them to continue to pray the rosary
to obtain the end of the war. Lucia wanted to keep these visions a secret. But
Jacinta could not keep it, she told her family and friends. Soon everyone knew
about Mary's visits! People came from everywhere just so they can be there when
the children received Mary's visit. Some did not believe the children, so Mary told
the children to tell everyone that on October 13, God would perform a miracle so
that everyone would believe. On that day about 70,000 people gathered on the
spot where Mary appeared. Crowds of people filled the roads on the way to the
Cova da Iria, and the rain fell in torrents. The roads were muddy and wet. Lucia
told the people to close their umbrellas and pray the rosary. They saw a flash of
light and Our Lady appeared on the holmoak tree.
Lucia asked: "What do you want of me?" Mary said: "I want to tell you that
a chapel is to be built here in my honour. I am the Lady of the Rosary.
Continue always to pray the rosary every day. The war is going to end
and the soldiers will soon return to their homes." Then Lucia cried out,
"Look at the sun!" Then, the sun began to spin and it seemed as if it even came
zooming down where all the people were standing and staring. Then the sun
stopped spinning and went back into the sky. The people noticed their clothes
were all dry. Everyone then believed, even some people who were sick were
healed! One day when you grow up you may want to go to Fatima to see the place
where Mother Mary visited the children.
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Why Pray the Rosary?
"There is no surer means of calling down God's blessings upon the
family…than the daily recitation of the Rosary."
- Pope Pius XII
"Say the Rosary every day, to obtain peace for the world."
- Our Lady of Fatima, 1917
"The Rosary is the glory of the Roman Church. As an exercise of
Christian piety, it takes its place among the faithful after the Mass
and the Sacraments."
- Pope John XXIII
"We esteem the Rosary to be the most suitable and efficacious
means to obtain the help of God." - Pope Pius XII
"Give me an army saying the Rosary and I will conquer the
world."
- Pope Pius IX
"The Rosary is the most excellent form of prayer and the most
efficacious means of attaining eternal life. It is the remedy for all
our evils, the root of all our blessings. There is no more excellent
way of praying."
- Pope Leo XIII
Would you like me to tell you a secret? It is simple, and after all,
is no secret: "Pray, pray much. Say the Rosary every day."
- Pope John Paul II
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Message from Pope John Paul II
Today… I am handing you the Rosary beads. Through prayer and
meditation on the mysteries, Mary leads you safely towards her
Son! Do not be ashamed to recite the Rosary alone, while you walk
along the streets to school, to the university or to work, or as you
commute by public transport. Adopt the habit of reciting it among
you, in your groups, movements and associations. Do not hesitate
to suggest that it be recited at home…because it rekindles and
strengthens the bonds between family members. This prayer will
help you to be strong in your faith, constant in charity, joyful and
preserving in hope.

- Pope John Paul II
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Tips for Praying the Rosary
= Set aside a specific time each day for reciting the Rosary and

stick to it.
= Pray with your HEART, not just your lips

so that prayer becomes a joy to you rather
than a burden.
= Announce each Mystery and a prayer

intention specific to that particular Mystery.
= Pause for a moment to meditate on and

visually contemplate the Gospel Mystery being
said.
= Make the Rosary part of a broad spiritual program that includes regular Mass attendance,
worthy reception of the Holy Eucharist,
and frequent sacramental Confession.
= Remember: used properly, the

Rosary is a powerful spiritual
weapon used to bring forth many
heavenly graces and draw us closer to
Jesus and Mary - it is not meant to
be relegated to a car ornament or house decoration.

“The family that prays together
stays together.”
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Pope John Paul II's Message
to Parents and Children
As a prayer for peace, the Rosary is also, and
always has been, a prayer of and for the family.
At one time this prayer was particularly dear to
Christian families, and it certainly brought
them closer together. It is important not to lose
this precious inheritance. We need to return to
the practice of family prayer, and prayer for
families continuing to use the Rosary.

“The family that prays together
stays together.”

“We need to return
to the practice of
family prayer, and
prayer for families
continuing to use
the Rosary.”

The Holy Rosary, by age-old tradition, has
shown itself particularly effective as a prayer
which brings the family together. Individual
family members, in turning their eyes towards
Jesus, also regain the ability to look one another in the eye, to communicate, to show solidarity, to forgive one another and to see their
covenant of love renewed in the Spirit of God.

Many of the problems facing contemporary
families, especially in economically developed
societies, result from their increasing difficulty
in communicating. Families seldom manage to
come together, and the rare occasions when
they do, are often taken up with watching television. To return to the recitation of
the family Rosary means filling daily life with very different images, images of the
mystery of salvation: the image of the Redeemer, the image of his most Blessed
Mother. The family that recites the Rosary together reproduces something of the
atmosphere of the household of Nazareth: its members place Jesus at the centre,
they share his joys and sorrows, they place their needs and their plans in his
hands, they draw from him the hope and the strength to go on.

Failings of Children
It is also beautiful and fruitful to entrust to this prayer the growth and development of children. Does the Rosary not follow the life of Christ, from his conception to his death, and then to his Resurrection and his glory? Parents are finding
it ever more difficult to follow the lives of their children as they grow to maturity.
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In a society of advanced technology, of mass communications and globalization,
everything has become hurried, and the cultural distance between generations is
growing ever greater. The most diverse messages and the most unpredictable
experiences rapidly make their way into the lives of children and adolescents, and
parents can become quite anxious about the dangers their children face. At times
parents suffer acute disappointment at the failure of their children to resist the
seductions of the drug culture, the lure of an unbridled hedonism, the temptation
to violence, and the manifold expressions of meaninglessness and despair.

A Remedy and Spiritual Aid
To pray the Rosary for children, and even more, with children, training them from
their earliest years to experience this daily "pause for prayer" with the family, is
admittedly not the solution to every problem, but it is a spiritual aid which should
not be underestimated. It could be objected that the Rosary seems hardly suited
to the taste of children and young people of today. But perhaps the objection is
directed to an impoverished method of praying it. Furthermore, without prejudice
to the Rosary's basic structure, there is nothing to stop children and young people
from praying it - either within the family or in groups - with appropriate symbolic and practical aids to understanding and appreciation. Why not try it? With
God's help, a pastoral approach to youth which is positive, impassioned and creative - as shown by the World Youth Days!-is capable of achieving quite remarkable results. If the Rosary is well presented, I am sure that young people will once
more surprise adults by the way they make this prayer their own and recite it with
the enthusiasm typical of their age group.
Taken from the Apostolic Letter, "RosdriumVirginis Mariae"
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“The Family that Prays Together
Stays Together”
The Importance of Family Prayer

(1) Family prayer is
essential for individual
and family happiness.
We all want to be happy. We
also want to see that our children are happy too - not only
today, but also in the future.
What do we need to be happy?
Good food and a terrific figure? A good education? A lot
of money? A prestigious job?
Celebrity status? Well, all
these may bring some happiness to some people sometimes. But judging by the cases of divorce, suicide, depression, and substance
abuse by prominent people at the height of their glory - people who are rich,
famous, and highly-educated can say that none of the above material accomplishments can give us real, lasting happiness. Real happiness is the result of being at
peace with the Creator. Prayer is the way to achieve that perfect peace.
It is the greatest responsibility of any parent to instill in their children a love of
God and to teach them how to pray. The most effective way to do so is by praying
with the child. When you do so, you are engaging in family prayer. The most powerful and highly-recommended family prayer is the Rosary.

(2) Family prayer is the nursery where you plant the seeds of
your faith into the minds of your small children.
Thanking God, even for small favours, praising Him, going to church: these acts
of our faith should become habits for all of us. Habits are rarely taught; they are
copied. In the case of one's faith, even children of very young age observe and
emulate their parents. The earlier they get the opportunities to do so, the more
lasting is the impression formed in their minds. Family prayer offers the primary
opportunity for children to experience the faith of their parents. Teachers and
priests can be expected to nourish the growth and blossoming of the faith of the
children only if the seed has already been planted by the parents. Many young
people today no longer go to church because their parents did not set a good
example and there was no prayer or spiritual guidance in the family.
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(3) Family prayer has a greater value than individual prayer.
Prayer is a conversation with God, both talking and listening to Him. It can be
practiced by anyone, any time and anywhere. Every individual prayer has its own
meaning and importance. But family prayer, which is group prayer, has greater
importance. Jesus himself has said so: "When two of you on earth agree about
anything you pray for, it will be done for you by my father in heaven. For where
two or three come together in my name, I am there with them," (Mt. 18: 19.20).
There is no other group that can come together so often as the family. St. Louis de
Montfort says that when we pray in common, the prayers of each individual
become the collective prayer of the whole group. For example, a person who
recites Rosary by himself gains the merit of a single Rosary; but if he recites it with
30 others, he gains the merit of 30 Rosaries! (Secret of the Rosary, 46th Rose).

(4) Family prayer is needed for the health of the family unit.
We are all human. There are no perfect couples; no perfect children either. Each
one of us has some deficiency or other which might cause a problem within our
own families. But before the problems begin to strain the solidarity of the family,
we must collectively turn to the central figure in the family, the loving God, to help
us. Even if there is no apparent problem, we must all collectively thank and praise
God for His many blessings.
Though the rate of divorce among the general population is alarming, the divorce
rate among couples who pray together is extremely small. A survey conducted several years ago on marriages in the United States found the following: (a) Couples
married by the Justices of Peace ended up in divorce at the rate of one in every
two marriages. (b) Couples married by the Church divorce at the rate of one in
three marriages. (c) Couples married by the Church and attending church together divorce at the rate of one in fifty. (d) But among couples married by the Church,
going to church together, and praying together,
the divorce rate is only one in L429.

(5) Family prayer and stable families
help our young people to grow up with
moral values and a sense of responsibility.
Statistics show an increase in the number of
youth violent crimes, out of proportion to the
population, and also an increase in the number
of young people involved in crimes.
Nonetheless, it is also a fact that a majority of
these people come from broken families. In all
likelihood, they grew up without love, moral
guidance, and the social cohesion that a stable
family environment - - can best provide. Only
those parents who continue to stay together can fulfill their parental responsibilities. And that "staying together" is one of the effects of family prayer.
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The Rosary
Contemplating Christ With Mary
Of the many documents that John
Paul II has written since he ascended to the throne of St. Peter, perhaps none has received more attention than his recent Apostolic
Letter The Rosary of the Virgin
Mary dated Oct. 16th, 2002, the
beginning of the 25th year of his
pontificate.
No doubt, interest in this document, for the most part, was caused
by the fact that the Pope was introducing a new set of mysteries into
the beloved Rosary. People were
not afraid that he would ruin the Rosary; they knew that any man who could
entrust his Petrine ministry to Mary's protection under the motto Tottus Tuus
would be faithful to the spirit and mystery of the Rosarv.
However, what everyone did want to know was: what the new mysteries were,
when they should be prayed, and what was their significance. The addition of
these now familiar "mysteries of light" or Luminous Mysteries is intended to revitalize the noble practice of praying the Rosary.
From what I have seen in my parish I and what I am experiencing in my own spiritual life I have to say that these new mysteries are increasing the relevance and
importance of this "marvelous prayer! Marvelous in its simplicity and depth".
Highlighting the significance of the Luminous mysteries and how they help make
the Rosary even more relevant by shedding light on the mystery of man through
the mysteries of Christ's public life is the aim of this brief article.
The Holy Father formed the Luminous mysteries by singling out five points in the
public life of Christ that help us meditate on how He emerges as the light of the
world. They are: (1) His Baptism, (2) His self-manifestation at the wedding of
Cana, (3) His proclamation of the Kingdom of God, (4) His transfiguration and
finally, (5) His institution of the Eucharist. Each of these mysteries helps show the
Kingdom of God that is present not only through Jesus' actions, but also in His
person.
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By now, most people are aware that these mysteries are prayed on Thursdays. In
order to accommodate their insertion at this point in the week Pope John Paul II
and to maintain harmony between the existing mysteries, the Joyful mysteries
have been moved from Thursday to Saturday.
We should perhaps begin our examination of the significance of the Luminous
mysteries by first looking to the paragraph that concludes the Holy Father's
Apostolic Letter. Generally speaking, people tend to place their most important
points at the beginning and at the end of their writings, the Holy Father is no
exception to this guideline.
He concludes this document by telling us why he wrote it and why the mysteries
of light are relevant. The Rosary, writes the Pope, "truly deserves to be rediscovered by the Christian community." His appeal for a renewed interest in the Rosary
reaches it's climax in the same closing paragraph when John Paul II says: "May
this appeal of mine not go unheard!".
The mysteries of light are important because they are an incentive to once again
enter the practice of praying the rosary anew Yet these mysteries are not just some
kind of a passing gimmick designed to grab our attention; rather, by meditating
on the mysteries of Christ's public ministry, they are an opportunity to glorify God
and recommit ourselves with fresh vigour to a life in absolute conformity with the
will of God.
In each of these mysteries the will of God is being carried out by Christ and, of
course, though less obviously, by His blessed Mother who, the Second Vatican
Council reminds us, is a model of faith and charity for all Christians.

The First
Luminous Mystery

The first Luminous mystery is the Baptism of our Lord in the
river Jordan. Here Christ, who is without sin, shows His solidarity with sinful humanity and carries out the will of the
Father by humbling himself in this act of obedience that will
reach its climax on the cross. The heavens are torn open and
the Father, unable to contain His pleasure in His Son's obedience, declares that this is His beloved Son, and the Spirit
descends and invests Him with His mission. Christ's complete
conformity to His Father's will is brought to light and made
clear in this event.

Christ's transformation of the water into wine at the wedding
feast of Cana is the second Luminous mystery. It is of profound
significance because through it the faith of the disciples is confirmed with a miracle that is performed because of the direct
intervention of Mary.
The third Luminous Mystery revolves around Jesus' preaching
of the coming of the Kingdom of God and the necessity of true
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The Second
Luminous Mystery

conversion for all who would enjoy it. This is a call to recommit
ourselves to living lives in conformity with Christ's will.
The fourth mystery of Light is the
Transfiguration of our Lord on Mount Tabor.
This is the most obviously luminous of all the
mysteries because on that mountain the glory
The Third
of Christ's divinity was shown forth in order
Luminous Mystery
to strengthen the Apostles during His passion, so that they might endure and enjoy a life transfigured by
the power of the Holy Spirit after the resurrection.

The Fourth
Luminous Mystery

The final mystery of light is the Institution of the Eucharist.
Christ offers His own Body and Blood as spiritual food for His
followers, giving all that He is to us, so that we may commune
with Him, sharing His life and growing more in love with Him.
With the exception of the second Luminous mystery, the wedding feast of Cana, Mary remains in the background of these
events. This may lead some people to conclude that she is completely absent from the other Luminous mysteries in the life of Our Blessed Lord.
The Fifth
Luminous Mystery

Yet the Holy Father assures us that the counsel she gives at Cana - "Do whatever
He tells you" (John 2:5), is echoed throughout the other mysteries and is relevant
in every age of the Church.
"The role she assumed at Cana in some way accompanies Christ throughout His
ministry. The revelation made by the Father at the Baptism in the Jordan and
echoed by John the Baptist is placed upon Mary's lips at Cana, and it becomes the
great maternal counsel which Mary addresses to the Church of every age: 'Do
whatever He tells you'. This counsel is a fitting introduction to the words and a
sign of Christ's public ministry and it forms the Marian foundation of all the mysteries of light."
The Marian foundation of the Luminous mysteries is based on her intimate
knowledge of who Christ is. Fully aware of who her Son is, Mary is able to confidently propose that we should "Do whatever he tells you." By praying these mysteries we come to a greater knowledge of Christ.
These are mysteries that help illumine our minds and hearts to the truths that
Mary is already deeply aware of. With her, we are able to enter more completely
into the mysterious love of Jesus Christ, a love that reveals not only who Jesus is,
but also reveals the mystery of who man is to himself.
Recalling what he said in his letter Redemptoris Hominis, the Pope affirms what
the Second Vatican Council taught: "It is only in the mystery of the Word made
flesh that the mystery of man is seen in its true lights "The Rosary helps to open
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up the way to this light. Following in the path of Christ, in whom man's path is
"recapitulated", revealed and redeemed, believers come face to face with the
image of the true man."
All the Luminous mysteries are concerned with meditating on who Jesus is and
how the meaning of each of our lives is caught up and is inseparable from His life.
The mysteries of Light are a school of holiness where we learn to imitate Christ
through exercising in own our lives the basic yet profound lesson that Mary teaches us: "Do whatever He tells you".
Pope Paul VI in his refreshing document
Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary
speaks of the Rosary as a "Compendium of
the entire Gospel". By introducing us to the
Joyful, Sorrowful, and Glorious mysteries
the Rosary concentrates and lingers on the
most profound mysteries of the life of
Christ in a harmonious and complementary
way.
What John Paul II has done is to make
more complete this compendium by focusing in on the Luminous events of Christ's
public ministry. In so doing he has not disfigured the unity of the Rosary, but has
enhanced it by inviting us to meditate on,
and share more completely in, the life of
Jesus Christ, drawing our human life into
the harmony of God's life.
John Paul II ends his Apostolic Letter with the words of Blessed Bartolo Longo,
the great apostle of the Rosary. They are words that help us grasp the timeless
value and spiritual power of this beautiful gospel prayer. May these words mean
as much to us as they do to his Holiness:
"O Blessed Rosary of Mary, sweet chain which unites us to God, bond of love
which unites us to the angels, tower of salvation against the assaults of Hell, safe
port in our universal shipwreck, we will never abandon you.
You will be our comfort in the hour of death: yours our final kiss as life ebbs away.
And the last words from our lips will be your sweet name,
O Queen of the Rosary of Pompeii, O dearest Mother, O refuge of sinners, O
Sovereign Consoler of the Afflicted. May you be everywhere blessed, today and
always, on earth and in heaven."
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Reaching Out To The World

A certain 'spirit' began to move over the waters shortly after Vatican II. On the
first day it said "Let us reach out to the world." The method was to speak the language of the world, to become familiar with the ways of the world, and to be
immersed in the culture of the world so as to be able to commune with it. It continued with a gradual attachment to the values and tastes of the world. By the seventh day, having fallen from the hope of being sacrament to the world, it had submitted meekly to the fate of being baptized into the world. There it rests.
What was that spirit? Perhaps a brash, energetic, idealistic spirit that could not
wait. Maybe an adventurous and courageous spirit with a slightly rebellious edge.
Possibly a racing spirit with a big heart throwing off the reins of the experienced
rider.
Like reaching out to the world, another hallmark of the Second Vatican
Council was ecumenism, reaching out to other Christians. A certain false understanding of ecumenism, obviously widely prevailing to this day, called for a deemphasis of all things and terms specifically Catholic. A few examples:
Eucharistic adoration, purgatory, original sin, indulgences, saints, and perhaps
the most obvious of all, 12devotion to Mary, including the Rosary.

Devotion to Mary promoted by the Legion of Mary
The Legion of Mary operates under the spiritual patronage of Mary, Mother of
Christ, Mother of the Church. Therefore, the authentic spirit of the Legion is that
of Christ and His Church. Mary's most noted virtues faith, humility, obedience,
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purity, detachment - do not sit well with the world, and so these virtues have been
de-emphasized along with her. But Mary is the perfect image of Christ, whom the
Legionary must strive to emulate, and so it is not surprising that the Legion of
Mary is sometimes seen as too faithful (read naive), humble, obedient, pure,
detached. Not surprisingly, recruits to the Legion and to other worthy associations have been a very small percentage of the potential number.
May these distinctively Catholic associations hope for a substantial influx of new
members? After all, the very name "Legion of Mary" has been a stumbling block
for many. The answer is "Yes!" All the negatives mentioned above are listed in the
past tense; there is real cause for hope, because such failings contain within themselves the seeds of their own remedies. There must come a time when a substantial number of people will realize that much has been lost and much has been suffered while reaching out to the world and to other Christians, by acceptance of the
lowest common denominator.
Perhaps many thoughtful people of good will are on the way to admitting what is
key to understanding the Legion of Mary and all truly religious movements: that
spiritual warfare is the only way to societal peace, and that truth is the most
potent weapon (not the first victim) in that warfare. Along with this, we can expect
(since experience is a great though hard teacher) many to agree that sin is the
cause of all discord and, considering the purpose of human society (preparation
for heavenly society), and therefore that it is better to die than to sin.
In the project of ecumenism, devotion to Mary, along with the place of the Pope
in the Church, has been seen as perhaps the greatest difficulty in the dialogue with
non-Catholic Christians. It is true that these are probably not the wisest topics
with which to start an inter-faith conversation. But the internal life of the Church
has greatly suffered because Catholics have often assumed that they must become
more like non-Catholics in order to speak to them. In fact, the basis for ecumenism should be mutual benefit. It is not for Catholics to say what other
Christians will be able to offer them.
What Catholics should know is that the more Catholic they themselves are, the
more they themselves will have to offer. This means that Catholics should "practice" their Catholicism as strenuously as possible, as preparation for their excellent adventures in ecumenism.

Pray the Rosary
One way to become more Catholic is to pray the Rosary. To do this is to pray with
Jesus and Mary, meditating on the principal truths of faith which sustain us in
hope, and on the events in the lives of Jesus and Mary which all Christians see
reflected in their own lives. The effect of this effort is to enable us to model our
lives on those of Jesus and Mary. This is the antidote to the danger of being overcome by the world, while attempting to be sacrament to the world.
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Only those members of the Church who have the mind of Christ can overcome the
darkness as He has done. Here is a thought on each mystery, following this
method.

The Joyful Mysteries:
Meditating on the Annunciation of the angel to Mary, we realize that we must
respond as she did when the messenger of the Lord confides to us His call to service. The Visitation reminds us that we too have the privilege of bringing Jesus to
others and telling them what great things the Lord has done for us. The Nativity
elicits the words of Jesus reminding us that when we do the will of God we are his
brother, sister, and mother. The Presentation of Jesus in the Temple by Mary and
Joseph inspires us to offer to God for his service everything that He has given to
us. The Finding in the Temple assures us that we will find what is most dear to us
in the house of God.

The Luminous Mysteries:
The Baptism of the Lord sanctifies the waters of baptism for each of us, His brothers and sisters. At Cana we, too, are invited to accede to the wishes of our Mother
Mary, as Jesus did, to put our gifts to work for the salvation of the world. As we
contemplate Jesus proclaiming the Kingdom, we see ourselves walking in His
footsteps, making His voice heard by means of our own. At the Transfiguration,
we see the glory He has shared with us, hidden now, but to be revealed in due
time. As Jesus gives us His Body and Blood in the Eucharist, we reflect that we,
too, are to be consumed in the service of God.

The Sorrowful Mysteries:
Some part of Jesus' Agony in the garden is repeated in each of His followers faced
with the necessity of repeating with Him, "Not my will but yours be done." The
Scourging of Jesus continues in each of His members suffering the effects of sin.
The Crowning with thorns is Jesus' bitter suffering assumed for our pride and
selfishness, reflected in each sinner. Carrying the Cross with Jesus is the only way
to glory with Him. Dying with Him, losing our lives with Him, we find eternal life
with Him.

The Glorious Mysteries:
The Resurrection of the Lord is our assurance that He who has conquered death
can share His victory with us. With Jesus' Ascension into heaven, we have already
ascended with Him and begun our life of glory, though still hidden in faith. Jesus
sends His Holy Spirit on the world, and He bids us imitate Him by being channels
of grace to others. The Assumption of Mary, Mother of the Church, shows us
God's plan for each of her spiritual children salvation of body and soul. Likewise,
her Coronation as Queen of Heaven shows us that we too may expect, having been
faithful in a few things, to be placed in charge of many.
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Lay organization helps the parish
The pastor will ask: What kind of organization is the Legion of Mary? Do I want a
praesidium in my parish? Here is part of the answer. The Legion of Mary was
founded almost four decades before Vatican II and was putting the laity to work
from the beginning. The Legion is lay-founded, lay-organized, and lay-operated,
yet it is totally at the disposal of the bishop and his pastors, subject only to the
condition that the Legion system as found in the Handbook is followed.
The Legion is founded on the highest ideals and yet it remains down to earth in
its works. It is self-starting and comes with a driver, but it is easily steered by the
pastor. It can operate without the latter if he chooses, but is never autonomous of
him. Defending only its system of organization and its conscience, and not regarding its works as untouchable, the Legion is a humble servant of the local parish in
an age when humility and obedience are not fashionable.
The late Monsignor Ralph Egan, of blessed memory (+1997), late in his long service of 70 years as a priest of the Archdiocese of Toronto, was asked: "Do you have
any regrets?" His answer was that he had only one regret: that he did not establish the Legion of Mary in his parish from the very beginning of his priesthood. He
added his heart-felt encouragement to all pastors to invite the Legion without hesitation.
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The Rosary Priest
Patrick Peyton was known all over the world as "The
Rosary Priest." He had experienced Mary's powerful
intervention in his own life and he wanted to tell the
families of the world what Mary would do for them if
they would open their hearts and their homes to her by
praying together the family Rosary. He spoke softly in
his native lrish brogue.

Father Patrick Peyton

He delivered his message with such humility, simplicity and earnestness that those who heard him were
moved profoundly. Families committed themselves to
pray the Rosary in their homes every day and remained
faithful to those commitments for the rest of their lives.
Nor did they forget him. They cherished the times
when they were in his presence and heard him speak as
precious moments of divine grace.

Humble Beginnings
Patrick Peyton was born January 9, 1909. He was the sixth of nine children born
to John and Mary (Gillard) Peyton, who gathered the whole family together every
night to pray the Rosary by the light of the turf fire. The family made a meager living on their small farm in Carracastle, County Mayo, Ireland. In 1928 he and his
older brother Tom came to the United States to find work. After meeting a priest
who invited them to join the Congregation of Holy Cross, they went to Notre
Dame and began their studies for the priesthood.
While still a student of theology, Patrick was stricken with tuberculosis. For
almost a full year he languished in his hospital bed while his situation became
increasingly grave. Father Hagerty, an old priest advisor, encouraged him to put
his trust in the power of Mary's intercession and the Holy Cross Community
began a novena of Masses for his recovery. During that week he announced that
he was better. The astonished doctors who examined him confirmed his cure and
allowed him to return to his studies. He was ordained with his classmates on June
15, 1941.
In gratitude to Our Lady he was determined to spend his life promoting devotion
to her so everyone would come to know the blessings she is eager to bestow on
those who turn to her with confidence and love. Father Peyton was faithful to that
commitment to the end of his life.

His Mission: The Family Rosary
In 1942 with the approval of his superiors he officially founded The Family
Rosary. His zeal was prodigious. He promoted family prayer, especially the fami-
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ly Rosary, in parish missions, on radio and later on television. He founded Family
Theater of the Air, the longest running radio program in history, and for twenty two years the great stars of Hollywood donated their talents to help him. In 1948
he began his famous Rosary Crusades, which took him all over the world and drew
crowds estimated at two million in cities like Manila and Rio de Janeiro.
Strengthened by prayer and his total commitment to Our Lady, he was able to
overcome his natural shyness and in the most simple, artless, unaffected way he
convinced millions of people all over the world to commit themselves to pray the
Rosary every day with their families. No one ever said that he was a great orator,
but all who heard him preach could sense that he
was a holy man. He radiated the love of God and
inspired everyone with his simple, tender, singleminded devotion to Our Lady.

Our Lady's Donkey
He offered Mass and prayed his breviary daily with
great devotion. He spent long hours in prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament and prayed the
Rosary whenever he could free his mind from the
burdens of his work. ln fact, the more troublesome
his problems the more earnestly he prayed. He had
committed himself to work wholeheartedly for Our
Lady, not for himself and he knew she would come
to his aid. His confidence in her was unbounded
and she did not disappoint him. No matter how
complex the problems of organizing huge Rosary
Rallies, financing the production of movies and radio shows, traveling to distant
cities and countries, or corresponding with the hundreds of people who wrote to
ask for his prayers or to offer their contributions he never lost his peace of mind
or gentle manner. He never let the burdens he had to carry extinguish the love in
his heart for the people he was trying to help. One lady expressed so well the experience of so many who knew him: "When he spoke to you, you felt to be embraced
by his love." ln fact, he manifested not only love, but also joy, peace, patience and
all the other fruits of the Spirit (cf Gal 5:22). He was truly a man of God. He spoke
of himself as "Our Lady's donkey."

Cause of Canonization
His health had never been strong and the strains of his ceaseless labors took a
heavy toll on his heart. Yet even after undergoing heart surgery he continued his
labors until he was too ill to leave his room and died under the loving care of the
Little Sisters of the Poor in San Pedro California on June 3, 1992. At the urging of
the Congregation of Holy Cross, the Bishop of Fall River initiated Father Peyton's
Cause of Canonization on June 1, 2001. Father Peyton is now called "Servant of
God."
Although Father Peyton died in 1992 his work continues as Holy Cross Family
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Ministries carries on his mission in 14 countries around the world.
To be in heaven is to have entered into eternal glory. The Church does not canonize a person, therefore, to add to that person's glory but to present him or her to
the faithful on earth as a model of the Christian life and as a powerful intercessor
in heaven. Before declaring anyone a saint, therefore, the Congregation for the
Causes of the Saints requires evidence of that person's holiness of life and of widespread confidence in the power of the person's intercession.
Many testimonies of Father Peyton's holiness have been collected and prayers for
a favor through his intercession circulated. Many favors have been reported: not
only dramatic healings - eyesight restored, cancers cured, broken bones suddenly
healed, noises in the ears stilled, etc.- but jobs have been found, financial problems resolved, and peace restored to troubled families. By praying for favors
through the intercession of Servant of God Father Patrick Peyton, CSC, many have
found that their own devotion to Our Lady has been rekindled. They have rediscovered the power of the Rosary to bring them inner peace and inspiration and
quiet confidence in Our Lady's motherly protection. They have realized the truth
contained in the slogans that Father Peyton popularized:" The family that prays
together stays together," and a world at prayer is a world at peace."

Father Peyton Prayers
Prayer for the Canonization of
Servant of God Father Patrick
Peyton, CSC
Dear Jesus, Father Peyton
devoted his priestly life to
strengthening the families
of the world by calling
them to pray together
every day, especially the
Rosary. His message is as
important for us today as
it was during his life on
earth. We beg you, therefore, to hasten the day of his
canonization so that your
faithful people everywhere will
remember his message that the family prays together stays together, imitate him in his devotion to your
Mother and ours, and be inspired by
his holy life to draw ever closer to you
with childlike confidence and love.
Amen.

Prayer for a Favor through the
lntercession of Servant of God
Father Patrick Peyton, CSC
God, Our Father, your wisdom is displayed in all creation and the power of
your grace is revealed in
the lives of holy people,
who inspire us to trust you
more fully and to serve
others more generously, ln
a unique way, you blessed
the life and work of Father
Patrick Peyton, CSC, your
servant and a fervent apostle
of Mary, Queen of the Holy
Rosary and Mother of us all.
Through his intercession, we ask for
this favor _______________ for
your honor and glory through Christ
Our Lord. Amen.
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Margo Fernandes
Rosary Maker Extraordinaire
At almost 90 years of age (b.23
Feb 1917), Margo Fernandes is
a shining example of living a
meaningful life in spite of
adversity. The mother of 11
children, her hands were
always her most prized possession.
Life in British Guiana was not
easy. She made the clothes for
all of her children. She cooked.
She cleaned. And those hands
wiped away million of tears,
too! As the older kids grew up and were able to help take care of the younger ones,
Margo found more time to pursue other passions of the hands~ knitting and crocheting. Her work was impeccable.
The good life in Canada (immigrated in 1976) was snapped early in the bud. Her
loving husband of 55 years, John, suffered a crippling stroke and she cared for
him for 13 years. But he was very demanding of her time. She must always sit
beside him and watch TV. Margo? Watch TV? That was idleness ~ an absolute
waster of time. She would sit, yes, but the needles were always clicking away.
Every birthday and Christmas, children and in-laws, grandchildren and great
grandchildren, could all look forward to a masterpiece made by Margo.
John died in 1991 and Margo had a few good years. She was able to give back to
the Community Centre that had helped them through John's handicapped years.
She was elected to the Board of Directors and served tirelessly for eight years, all
the while, still clicking those needles. The Annual Bazaars were 75% her contributions of knitted and crocheted pieces. Then disaster struck in 1999. Macular
Degeneration robbed her of her vision. It was painful to watch her struggle to crochet or knit. The magic was no longer here. In March 2000, she was fortunate to
be selected as a candidate for the then new Photo Dynamic MD treatment but the
results were not good. She lost her passion to even try to knit or crochet any more.
It was heart wrenching to see her look at her hands and quietly say: "What am I
going to do with these hands, Lord? I can't sit here idle."
In 20O1, an Angel of Mercy, in the form of Our Lady of Victory Rosary Makers
group leader, Gertie del Castilho, walked into Margo's life. She was always in her
life as a first cousin, but her rosary-making project was not widely known. "Do you
think Mum can string rosaries? she was asked by Margo's daughter, Margaret. "I
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don't see, why not", she said. "I'll go and see her tomorrow and teach her." The
rest is history. Hundreds of thousands of rosaries later (decades only; can't manage the tops without seeing) Margo continues to string rosary beads. It's her passion and profession. In fact, the bead orders can't come fast enough for her. Her
family many times must secretly unstring finished rosaries to keep up with her
demand for beads! "My hands are working for Our Blessed Mother" she says time
and time again. "I thank God every day for sending the 'rosary lady' into my life."
But the beauty of Margo's story is that even if or when she forgets to count, it's not
a problem, because she uses the Hail Mary as her check. She figured out, years
ago, that Hail Mary, full of grace, through to Jesus, gives her ten beads, and Holy
Mary, Mother of God through to Amen, on the reverse count, confirms the ten
beads! So, then, not only is Margo a Rosary Maker Extraordinaire, but a Prayer
Magnifique. For every rosary she strings, the Hail Marys attached to her checking
are offered up for someone or some cause~ be it a child or grandchild, the soldiers
at war, the people in an accident she just heard on the news, the prisoners, the
firemen fighting the fires in Northern Ontario and BC, the hungry children in the
world, etc.etc. You name it, she prays for it ~daily~ in a magnanimous and meaningful way.
Margo no longer remembers that the "rosary lady' is her cousin because, in the
past few years, Mr. Alzheimer and Madam Arthritis have taken up residence big
time, further impeding her ability to do anything constructive. She doesn't even
know what Scrabble is any more and she was the winner of every game! But the
beads keep stringing along and the Hail Marys are perpetual.
Please pray your next rosary for Margo ~ that, for as long as she lives, she never
loses the ability to string rosary beads and she always remembers how to say the
Hail Mary. The world needs her prayers.

Gertie del Castilho
Our Lady of Victory Rosary Makers
of St. Bernadette's Church
Ajax, Ontario
Canada

A Suitcase full of Rosaries
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Mission Canada - Rosary Makers
Requests for Rosaries from the missions far exceed the
supply. You are needed to help answer Our Lady's
requests at Fatima. Your Mission Rosaries will be
given to those who otherwise may never own one. Our
purpose is to continuously encourage and promote
the saying and the praying of the Most Holy Rosary.
We encourage people to make rosaries for the spiritually needy, especially those in the foreign missions,
who continually ask for rosaries for their people who
cannot afford to have access to a rosary, these people
being especially in the poorer countries of the world.
We also promote and encourage people to devote and
dedicate themselves to teaching othershow to make
rosaries, church groups, lay organizations, the elderly and
especially school children as an apostolate. This being a wonderful past-time for
shut-ins and the elderly in nursing homes.
Rosaries are easy to make. We send you the instructions along with low cost materials (Approximately 15 cents a rosary). Now you can turn spare moments into
productive time making rosaries for the needy. Rosaries bring HOPE for the
future.
For further information
Mission Canada Rosary Makers
Holy Rosary Apostolate
Box 40076, RPO MARLEE,
M6B 4K4

A Rosary Maker: A dedicated person
who contributes their resources, time,
and effort, making rosaries to help the
spiritually poor and needy.

Become a rosary maker!

26

Parish Rosary Making Guilds
and Buying Groups
Bernadette Cheng
Call Bernadette Cheng 416-338-5019
Email: bcheng@toronto.ca
Franciscan Spirit Padre Pio Prayer Group
Call Franciscan Spiri 905-453-1303
Email: articwolf123@yahoo.com
Holy Family Rosaries
Call Pamela Bryson-Weaver 506-457-1234
Email: pweaver@nbnet.nb.ca
Holy Name Parish Rosary Maker
Call Maria A Carmo 416-423-3500
Email: ccurmo2carmo@hotmail.com
Immaculate Conception Rosary Makers Guild
Call Maria Panaro 905-832-5885
Immaculate Heart of Mary Rosary Makers
Call Vincent Solcz 519-576-4246

Padre Pio Rosary Makers Guild
Call Vicky Rotondi 905-893-0739
Queen of the Holy Rosary Makers
Call Myrna Waterman 905-472-2181
Email: myrna.waterman@servicescanada.gc.ca
Sacred Heart of Mary Rosary Makers
Call Heather Saldanha 416-267-8793
Email: hbmsaldanha@yahoo.com
San Lorenzo Ruiz Rosary Makers
Call Sister Eli Relacion 514-590-2052
Email: elyrelacion@yahoo.com
St. Augustine of Canterbury Rosary Guild
Call Les Alberti 416-638-6007
Email: les.albertin@sympatico.ca
St. Barnabas Rosary Makers
Call Lydia Quesada 416-287-8775
Email: arlyques@yahoo.ca

Immaculate Mary Rosary Makers
Call Boots Montano 416-832-1608
bdmontano@trebnet.com

St. Boniface Rosary Makers Guild
Call Tony Felix 416-261-6596

Mother of Perpetual Help Rosary Makers
Call Liala Sacapano 416-425-2759
Email: aleila.sacapano@zurich.com

St. Cecillia's Rosary Makers Guild
Call Sandra Bam 519-426-7516
Email: sjbmissions@kwic.com

Our Lady of Fatima Rosary Makers
Call Daphnie Lee 416-491-2653
Email: dlee416@gmail.com

St. Clement's Rosary Makers Guild
Call Dorothy D'Souza 519-653-8073

Our Lady of Guadalupe Rosary Makers
Call Gilda Alvarez 905-286-1612
Email: gildaalvarez@hotmail.com
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Rosary
Call Fides Villasanta 416-413-9083
Email: fidesvsanta@rogers.com
Our Lady of Peace Rosary Makers
Call Jane Tremblay 613-624-5444
Email: mjtremblay@sympatico.ca
Our Lady of the Prairies Rosary Guild
Call Elizabeth Kearns 403-752-3945
Our Lady of Sorrows Rosary Makers
Call Heather Abraham 905-857-8467
Email: grecco6362@rogers.com
Our Lady of Victory Rosary Makers
Call Gertie Del Castillo 905-619-0486
Email: trudydel@sympatico.ca
Our Lady of Villankani Rosary Makers
Call Julie Menezes 416-609-2451
Email: menezesjm@hotmail.com

St. Elizabeth CWL Rosary Makers Guild
Call Laura Moro 807-623-1641
Email: morolora@shaw.ca
St. Jane Frances de Chantel Rosary Maker
Call Sister Rita 416-749-5545
St. Joseph's Highland Creek
Call 416-283-7551
Email: philo_n_tony@sympatico.ca
St. Joseph The Worker Rosary Makers
Call Felina Zaldivar 905-897-0525
Email: fzaldivar@sympatico.ca
St. Mary’s Rosary Makers Guild
Call Gil R Lagman 905-451-2161
Email: gemg@hotmail.com
St. Michael's Cathedral
Call Maria Sayat Boongaling 647-388-0693
Email: mariasamarita@rogers.com
St. Pascal Baylon Rosary Guild
Call Teresa Selvaggi 416-226-1220
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St. Patrick Church Rosary Makers
Call Encarnacion A Benemerito 647-436-2091
Email: encar_abenemerito@yahoo.com
St. Patrick’s Church Rosary Mak
Call Daisy D Wasay 416-260-8728
St. Peter's Rosary Makers Guild
Call Sherrv Carette 612-392-9980
Email: dscarette@allstream.net
St. Thomas More Parish
Call Maura Montiero 416-299-5075
Email: sjtmcdoom@sympatico.ca
St. Thomas the Apostle Rosary Makers Guild
Call Rosemary Ling 416-495-1067
Email: jr.ling@rogers.com

A Rosary Maker: A dedicated person
who contributes their resources, time,
and effort, making rosaries to help the
spiritually poor and needy.

Some of our volunteers.
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Response from Missions
January 31, 2006
Dear Johnny,
I am writing on behalf of the Legion of Mary at St. Thomas More
Parish, Scarborough to let you know how grateful we are to you for
helping us with the rosaries and the prayer booklets over the years.
We will continue to pray for the success of your work.
The most recent parcel (January 2006) was given to Fr. Stanley
Anthony from Kenachchi North Mannar, a North West town in Sri
Lanka, who was visiting Canada. He said he would be sharing them
with his sister parishes in Mannar.
The earlier parcel in 2005 was given to Fr. Michael. He was the
assistant Pastor of the Jaffna Cathederal (the Main town in the
North of Sri Lanka where there is civil unrest).
Prior to that I sent another 500 rosaries to my brother who lives in
Moratuwa, (a sea town closer to Western Colombo). He is also an
active member of the Legion of Mary. He has shared the rosaries
with the Missionaries of Charity and St. Sebastian's Parish. I also
took about 600 rosaries to the Missionaries of Charity in Bronx,
New York, when I was visiting my daughter. Some of these rosaries
were given to the nuns at the Franciscan convent nearby per your
instructions.
Johnny, please thank Mrs. Elizabeth Kearns and her group for their
generosity in supplying the rosaries to us.
God Bless your work,

Marie Fernando
Marie Fernando
(On behalf of the Legion of Mary St. Thomas More Parish)
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Dear Sir/Madam,
Greetings in the Lord!
This is to acknowledge with sincere gratitude the one box of rosaries
and booklets and other religious reading materials on the rosaries
that you sent us.
This is to inform you the beneficiaries of your generosity are the
Manila Youth Rehabilitation Center - this is a prison for the youth,
we also intend to give to the Correctional Institute Center - this is a
prison jail for women and to the street and squatters children whom
we are giving religious instructions.
May our gracious Lord reward your generosity and bless all your
apostolic endeavors. We shall bring before the Blessed Sacrament all
your dear intentions.
Sincerely in Jesus and Mary,

Sr. Mary Claire F. Espiritu
Sr. Mary Claire F. Espiritu, PDDM
PDDM Apostolic Center
1545 F Agoncillo Street
Ermita, Manila 1000
Philippines
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Cherubs Cupboard - Rosary Ministry
To Whom It May Concern:
Sandra and I have a deep devotion to Jesus and Our Blessed Mother
and, as such, when I retired from the teaching profession in 1997 we
were inspired to teach the construction of the Rosary to the children
in the Durham Region Catholic School System.
To date Sandra and I have been invited frequently to make rosaries
with many classes and schools across the region.
The activity is fun for the children and they are very pleased with the
professional outcome as well as with the rainbow of colours which
they create.
The purpose of the ministry is to provide each participant with their
own special and unique rosary. The groups are also challenged to
pray the rosary for those in need-their choice. Some groups, including parents and children alike have elected to have special nights to
make rosaries to give to hospitals or to a
country of their choice.
Sandra and I are blessed to be a small part of the Rosary Ministry.
We are very encouraged by the response of those making the rosary
in that they PRAY THE ROSARY!

Ted and Sandra Hickey
Ted and Sandra Hickey
Cherubs Cupboard
Catholic Book Store
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Dear Johnny,
Here are the names of the places I gave the two thousand rosaries
too:
(1) The Sisters of the Poor - (Mother Teresa's Order) Bangalore
(orphanage). (2) The Cluny Convent (nuns working with leprosy
patients). (3) Holy Ghost Church (Redemptorist priests - a church
gift to children preparing for First Communion next year.) (4) Fr.
Prabhu - St. Joseph's College Bangalore (most of the rosaries were
given to Father as he gives them to the missionaries going outside
Bangalore.) (5) Christ College Bangalore - to the student council
body to distribute among the college students. (6) State Bank of
India - to distribute among Catholic colleagues in the Bank (St.
Marks Road Branch). (7) Distributes a few bags of rosaries to the
public at Our Lady Church Shivijanagar Bangalore during the novena preparing for September 8th feast. (8) Friend-in-Society (seniors' residence) to the seniors in the residence. (9) A few were given
to friends as we went to visit them. And we gave few bags of rosaries
to family as they were visiting their loved ones in Sri Lanka.
The prayer books and leaflets were distributed with the rosaries too.
I take this opportunity to thank all the lovely people who take the
time to make these rosaries. It was your great work that made it possible for us to receive such great smiles, blessings and joy from all
the people we met on our trip as we distributed the rosaries.
Rosaries are very expensive in Bangalore. The people faces just lit up
when hearing they were given a rosary free. My husband and I
would not have met these wonderful people and children if it was
not for the rosaries. So we thank you Johnny and the rest of the
Rosary making family for this great opportunity.
God Bless your great work.

Josephine & Grenville Bovaid
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Dear Mr. Biafore,
Good morning!
My husband, Juanito and I are very much thankful for the gifts of
rosaries and books which you have given to us yesterday, Nov. 14.
You're indeed so generous to offer such presents to our Archdiocese
of Capiz, Philippines and to our seminary. I know that our
Archbishop, Msgr. Onesimo Gordoncillo and our Dean of Theology
in the Immaculate Conception Major Seminary, Fr. Emmanuel Cruz
will surely be delighted with all these gifts as they will be a vital help
in promoting the prayers of the Rosary.
We will be sending all these by next week, including those donated
books from Mr. Tony Marzilli which are intended for our parish
school.
Once more, thank you very much and may the good Lord through
the intercession of His Beloved Mother who knows the generosity
and kindness of your heart bless you more and more…
Rest assured that I will update you.
Till then, God bless.
Ad Jesus Per Mariam…
Best Regards,

Marilina Albarracin
Marilina Albarracin
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Our Lady of the Prairies
Rosary Makers Guild

Lethbridge, Alberta

Over 20
Years
& 150,000
Rosaries
Made
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